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			 Are numbers real? Can trees think? Who am I?
			PLATO
Philosophy Learning and Teaching Organization
	
			PLATO nurtures young people’s curiosity, critical thinking, and desire to explore big questions, through philosophy and ethics programs for students, educators, and families.
		

		
				
			

Teacher looking for lesson plans?





Interested in high school online classes?





Parent in search of ideas? 





Looking for middle school programs? 





Want to attend a workshop or event?





Searching for Zoom classes for kids?





Starting a philosophy outreach program?





Interested in PLATO’s latest news? 





		

		Get Started
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		WHY PLATO?



		
			Children ask big philosophical questions – Are numbers real? Can dogs think? But often their thoughts and questions are not taken seriously.

PLATO creates opportunities for young people to explore, in rigorous and meaningful conversations, life’s deeper questions – nurturing their curiosity and helping them to learn to think clearly and reason well.

We offer an array of in-person and online programs, as well as a wealth of open-access resources for use in schools and homes, serving thousands of students, teachers, families, and community members nationally and internationally. 

PLATO’s mission is based on the conviction that every child’s voice matters, and that philosophy helps young people to express their own ideas and questions confidently and well.
			Learn more		

	

	

Winter and Spring Events for Educators

Check out PLATO’s events for the first half of 2024.
Events flyer



Spring Online Class for Middle School Students

Register for PLATO’s spring class for middle school students on “The Ethics of Important Relationships.”
Information & Registration



Wondering Aloud Blog

Most recent blog post: “Building & Running a Philosopher-in-Residence Program” by Karen Emmerman.
Read the blog







	
		
PHILOSOPHY TOOLKIT
PLATO’s Philosophy Toolkit is one of the most extensive collections in the world of free resources for philosophy sessions in schools, at home, during community events, and beyond!

There are over 250 lesson plans for leading philosophical discussions with children and youth, including activities and exercises, games, and literature discussion plans, with ideas for philosophical inqury in many school subjects as well as ethics, philosophy of science, epistemology, metaphysics, aesthetics, social and political philosophy, philosophy of education, and much more!

Explore the Toolkit



	
	







	

	

	
		Donate To PLATO
		Support our efforts to expand philosophy and ethics programs in classrooms and communities around the country. 

PLATO
3518 Fremont Avenue North #353 Seattle, WA 98103
Federal tax id #46-1064993
	
				Donate Today

			







	

	
		
			

			Programs and People Around the United States
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			 State Liaisons
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 Other Philosophy Programs
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 High School Ethics Bowls

				
 PLATO Partner Organizations

				
 Other Pre-college Philosophy Programs
			
			

			


			(click or drag right/left to view other states)

			
				Arkansas

Arkansas High School Ethics Bowl |  | 

California

Arete Prep |  | 
Center for Public Philosophy | 
Corrupt the Youth – LA | 
Corrupt the Youth – San Fernando Valley  | 
Kegley Institute of Ethics | 
Northern California High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
SoCal Philosophy Academy |  | 
Southern California High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Stanford Online High School |  | 
Qualia: The School for Deeper Learning | 
Agora Foundation | 
Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School | 
University of California, Irvine | 

Colorado

Center for Values and Social Policy |  | 
Philosophy Outreach Program of Colorado |  | 
Grey Havens Group |  | 


Connecticut

Connecticut High School Ethics Bowl | 
Teaching American Philosophy |  | 
Wi-Phi | 

Delaware

American Philosophy Association (APA) |  | 
Delaware Valley Regional High School Ethics Bowl | 

Florida

North Florida High School Ethics Bowl | 
Palm Beach High School Ethics Bowl | 
Pinellas County High School Ethics Bowl | 
Southwest Florida High School Ethics Bowl |  | 


Georgia

West Georgia High School Ethics Bowl |  | 

Hawaii

The Uehiro Academy for Philosophy and Ethics in Education |  | 

Illinois

Civic Knowledge Project (Winning Words) | 
Chicago High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Southern Illinois High School Ethics Bowl | 


Indiana

Association for Practical and Professional Ethics (APPE) |  | 
Indiana High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Philosophy Outreach Project |  | 
Philosophy Outreach Program at Purdue University | 
The Prindle Institute for Ethics |  | 
Teaching Children Philosophy | 
Butler University | 

Iowa

Iowa Lyceum |  | 

Kentucky

Society of Philosophers in America (SOPHIA) |  | 
Philosophy on the Hilltop – Western Kentucky University | 


Louisiana

Philosopher Kids | 

Maryland

Maryland High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Center for Talented Youth, Johns Hopkins University |  | 
Salisbury University | 

Massachusetts

Philosophy for Children at Tufts University  |  | 
Philosophy Outreach Program – University of Massachusetts, Amherst | 
New England (Boston) High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Corrupt the Youth – Boston | 
Right Question Institute | 


Michigan

A2Ethics |  | 
Michigan High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Study of Ethics in Society – Western Michigan University | 

Minnesota

Philosophy for Children Program – Carleton College |  | 

Missouri

Missouri High School Ethics Bowl |  | 


Montana

Merlin Collaborate, Consult, Community |  | 

Nebraska

Nebraska High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Creighton University – Philosophy for Children |  | 

New Hampshire

Souhegan High School’s Ethics Forum |  | 


New Jersey

New Jersey High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Institute for the Advancement of Philosophy for Children |  | 
Rowan University Department of Philosophy and World Religions |  | 

New Mexico

United World College | 

New York

American Association of Philosophy Teachers | 
Big Questions |  | 
Long Island High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
New York City High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Squire Family Foundation |  | 
St. Joseph’s College | 
Westchester High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Gotham Philosophical Society/Young Philosophers of NYC |  | 
Rethink |  | 
Corrupt the Youth – New York City | 
The Hasting Center |  | 
Sophia’s Garden – Philosophy Department at SUNY Cortland |  | 
Teagle Foundation | 


North Carolina

National High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
North Carolina High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
The Parr Center for Ethics | 
Philosophy Outreach – University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill | 
Philosophy Outreach Program – Davidson College | 

North Dakota

Why? Philosophy Radio | 
Institute for Philosophy in Public Life |  | 

Ohio

Philosophy For Kids at John Carroll |  | 
Ohio High School Ethics Bowl | 
Center for Ethics and Human Values at The Ohio State University | 
Oberlin College Philosophy in the Schools | 


Oregon

Oregon High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Children Philosophy Program | 

Pennsylvania

Studium Consulting |  | 
Rock Ethics Institute |  | 
Philosophy for the Young | 

Rhode Island

Rhode Island Ethics Bowl |  | 


South Carolina

South Carolina High School Ethics Bowl |  | 

Tennessee

Philosophical Horizon | 
Tennessee High School Ethics Bowl |  | 

Texas

Environmental Philosophy with Children |  | 
Philosophy for Children in the Borderlands | 
UT Tyler High School Ethics Bow |  | 
Corrupt the Youth | 
Houston High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Philosophy for Children – Texas | 
Corrupt the Youth – ATX | 


Utah

Center for the Study of Ethics | 
The Society for Ethics Across the Curriculum | 
Utah High School Ethics Bowl | 
Utah Lyceum |  | 

Virginia

Virginia High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Bill of Rights Insitute |  | 

Washington

Washington State High School Ethics Bowl |  | 
Humanities Washington | 



		
			

		

		
			Arizona
Maurice Carlson
mcarlson@yuma.org

Arkansas
Jana McAuliffe
jxmcauliffe@ualr.edu 

California
Kyle Robertson
kxrobert@ucsc.edu

Colorado
Nick Schulte, Grey Havens
info@greyhavensgroup.org

Connecticut
Sian Charles-Harris
sian.charles-harris@uconn.edu

Florida
Jon Matheson
j.matheson@unf.edu

Georgia
Eddy Nahmias
enahmias@gsu.edu

Hawaii
Ben Lukey
lukey@hawaii.edu

Idaho
Evan Rodriguez
evanrodriguez@isu.edu

Illinois
Kelly Laas
laas@iit.edu

Indiana
Christiane Wisehart
christianewisehart@depauw.edu

Iowa
Emily Lemmon
theiowalyceum@gmail.com

Kansas
Rik Hine
rik.hine@washburn.edu

Kentucky
Laura Newhart
laura.newhart@eku.edu

Louisiana
Corey Horn
chorn3@tulane.edu

Maine
Kirsten Jacobson
Kirsten_Jacobson@umit.maine.edu

Maryland
Daniel Gellasch
daniel.gellasch@ubalt.edu

Massachusetts
Suzy Russinoff
susan.russinoff@tufts.edu

Michigan
Cassie Finley
cassie@plato-philosophy.org

Minnesota
Daniel Groll
dgroll@carleton.edu

Mississippi
Deborah Mower
dsmower@olemiss.edu

Montana
Marisa Diaz-Waian
wolfheart333@me.com

Nebraska
Jinmei Yuan
jinmeiyuan@creighton.edu

New Hampshire
Timm Triplett
tat@unh.edu

New Jersey
Ariel Sykes
arielsykes87@gmail.com

New York
Roberta Israeloff
risraeloff@squirefoundation.org

North Carolina
Michael Vazquez
michael.vazquez@unc.edu

North Dakota
Jack Weinstein
jack.weinstein@und.edu

Ohio
Aaron Yarmel
ayarmel@gmail.com

Oregon
Alex Sager
asager@pdx.edu

Pennsylvania
Dustin Webster
dustinw1@upenn.edu

Rhode Island
Erik Kenyon
ekenyon@friendsacademy1810.org

South Carolina
Steve Michelman
michelmansa@wofford.edu

Tennessee
Carmen Marcous
carmenmarcous@gmail.com

Texas
Claire Katz
ckatz@tamu.edu

Utah
Karen Mizell
karen.mizell@uvu.edu

Vermont
Katherine Caldwell
katherinewcaldwell@gmail.com

Virginia
Rhiannon Boyd
rhiannon_boyd@collegiate-va.org

Washington
Jana Mohr Lone
jana@plato-philosophy.org

Washington DC
Allison Cohen
aewcohen@gmail.com

Wisconsin
Katie Deaven
kdeaven@wisc.edu






		
		

			
	






	
 Philosophical Children from UW Philosophy for Children on Vimeo.















	
		

	
	Connect With Us!

	  
	





Stay Informed
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(click to enlarge)


PLATO is part of a global UNESCO network that encourages children to participate in philosophical inquiry. As a partner in the UNESCO Chair on the Practice of Philosophy with Children, based at the Université de Nantes in France, PLATO is connected to other educational leaders around the world.


This work is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0

If you would like to change or adapt any of PLATO's work for public use, please feel free to contact us for permission at info@plato-philosophy.org.
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